
 

 

 



Utopia Homelands School and Music Outback 

The journey so far… 

 

Title: Ampernem ingkerrenh aylelheyel 
 

Translation: All the children singing together 
 
 

Utopia Homelands are home to the Anmatyerr and Alyawarr people. Their 
oral traditions have been kept alive for generations by the telling of stories and 
the singing of songs. Utopia Homelands School is proud to be contributing to 
this tradition by the development of this songbook in collaboration with Music 

Outback. 
During the course of the past four years the students of the five Utopia 

Homelands School, Aniltji, Apungalindum, Clinic (Perrawaw), Mulga Bore 
(Akaye) and Soapy Bore (Arrawarre), have developed songs to tell their 

own stories about their families and their Communities.  In this songbook you 
will find songs about everyday things such as going to school and childrenÕs 
games. There are also songs about traditional practices such as hunting and 
Dreaming stories. There are songs that talk about significant events in the life 

of the Community and the School such as Red Gum Rodeo and Ti Tree 
Sports and there are even a couple of songs by the teachers! 

In addition to being a way of telling stories, writing and singing their own 
songs has become an important part of the studentsÕ English Literacy 

development. The Music Outback teachers and the Utopia School teachers 
have worked together to give the students a fun and supportive way to use 

English to tell their own stories. 
The Music Program has also helped the students to grow in confidence. They 
have performed their own songs in public many times now Ð something we 

thought was near impossible when the program first started. 
 

Huge thanks to Matt and Kelly for all of their hard work, as well as to the 
other Music Outback teachers who have visited us over the years. 

 
We hope you enjoy listening to, playing and singing our songs. 



Music Outback 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Matt Hill 
Matt has been at Utopia since the Music 

Outback Program started.  

A musician and music educator from Brisbane 

Matt’s enthusiasm and charm has made him a 

minor celebrity in these parts. 

He has developed a strong relationship with 

the students from all 5 Homeland Learning 

Centres and has helped them develop some 

great songs over the course of the last 4 years. 

Kelly Staines 
Kelly joined the Music Outback Program in 

2003 and has been coming out to Utopia almost 

every term since then. She is an amazing 

drummer and percussionist who has also 

brought with her a rich history of teaching 

music to Indigenous Students in Sydney. Her 

loyalty to the people of Utopia and her passion 

for her work has added great strength and depth 

to the Utopia Music Outback program.  

Matt & Kelly 
Both Matt and Kelly have become integral parts of the Utopia School team and 

the kids can’t wait for their visits. They have helped develop skills and 

confidence in all of the students they teach as well as doing significant 

Professional Development with both the Visiting Teachers and the Community 

Teachers who work at Utopia School.  

They happily join in with Community events such as the Christmas concert and 

their work and their presence will be remembered at Utopia for generations. 



Steve Berry 

   
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Steve is the founder and Director of Music Outback and has been out to 

Utopia School on a number of occasions to help run the Music program with 

Matt and Kelly. He is a talented musician in his own right who has a passion 

for bringing music to Indigenous Students in remote Communities. He 

coordinates the Music Outback Program in several remote Communities in 

Central Australia and has recently been working hard to form the Music 

Outback Foundation which hopes to expand the Music Outback Program to 

reach even more students. 

 

www.musicoutback.com 

 

Other Music Outback Musicians 
In the 4 years since Music Outback started coming to Utopia we have had many 

other talented musicians contribute to the program. They include: 
¥ Robyn Martin 

¥ Kelvin Haisman 
¥ Matt ÔGoodyÕ Goodwin 

¥ Lindon Lester 
¥ Seini Taumoepeau  

¥ Andy Mison 
Thank you all for your hard work and for sharing you talents with the 

students of Utopia. 



 
List of Songs 

 
1. Redgum Bush 

2. Bush Bananas 

3. Red Red Rover 

4. Under The Sea 

5. Donkey at the Door 

6. Bush Bus 

7. Swamp Song 

8. The Hunting Song 

9. Soapy Bore Christmas Song 

10. Redgum Rodeo 

11. Ti Tree Sports 

12. Bush Plum Dreaming 

13. The Troopy Song 

14. Stand Up (Yirrakala song) 

15. Utopia Song 



 
 

 



 
 

Redgum Bush 
 

Verse 1 

Soapy Bore kids go hunting with the family 
A big group of people is fun 

Some take a crowbar, some take a shovel 
Some take a knife, one person takes a gun! 

 
Chorus 

We go hunting at Redgum Bush 
ItÕs about an hour away 

We go hunting at Redgum Bush 
Start out early in the day 

 
Verse 2 

People hunt for Kangaroo, Echidna and Perentie too 
Sugar Bag and Bush Turkey 

Also look for Bush Potato, Bush Banana and Tomatoes 
Ant, Goanna and Rock Wallaby 

 
Chorus x 2 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Bush Bananas 
 

Verse 1 

Yesterday we went bush 
Looking for some Kwarre 

Down the road, along the road 
Rocks, dragon flies and Aichi 

 
Chorus 

Yummy, tasty bush bananas 

Sweet and soft and very fresh 

Yummy tasty bush bananas 

Akalye, Kwarre, mwerrrangkere! 

 

Verse 2 

All the kids talking loud 
Looking for some Kwarre 

Searching for right size fruit 
Picking one by one 

 
Verse 3 

Eat and share all of them 
Shirts and pockets full 
Giving them all around 

Lets do it all again 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Red Red Rover 
 

Verse 1 

Susalina picks a leader 
then we line up, 

Someone in the middle  
calls out the colours. 

 
Chorus 

Red, Green, Pink and Blue 
Yellow, Purple and White too! 

Black, Orange, Grey and Brown 
chasing all the kids around. 

Red Red Rover, come on over, 
Red Red Rover letÕs have fun!  

YEE HAA! 
 

Verse 2 

Running, chasing, playing 
we laugh a lot itÕs fun 

AndrewÕs good at catching 
Waylin likes to run 

 
Verse 3 

Everybody plays 
on the grass and dirt 
We play all the time 

end when the bell rings 
DINGA LINGA LINGA LINGA LING! 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Under The Sea 
 

Verse 1 

One day the fish were playing, 
and swimming under the sea. 

The sharks were feeling hungry 
they tried to catch the fish and 
EAT THEM!  EAT THEM! 

 
Chorus 

Under the Sea, underwater family 
Under the Sea. 

Under the Sea, underwater family 
Under the sea. 

 

Verse 2 

The fish were really scared 
and frightened of the sharks 
the fish tried to swim home 
the sharks were chasing fast 

CHASING! CHASING! 
 

Verse 3 

The dolphins saw the sharks 
fish are their friends 

the dolphins fought the sharks 
and saved them in the end 

SAVED THEM! SAVED THEM! SAVED THEM! 



 
 
 
 



Donkey at the Door 
 

Verse 1 

We like living at Soapy Bore 
We like watching funny shows 
We like playing games on TV 

We like spending time with friends 
 

Verse 2 

Jane likes playing on the drums 
Isaiah likes reading books 

Susan likes teaching all the kids 
James likes his noodles cooked! 

 
Chorus 

Donkey at the door 
Children on the floor 
Donkey at the door 

At Soapy Bore 
At Soapy Bore 

 
Verse 3 

We like going to Alice Springs 
We like catching frogs 

We like swimming in the creek 
Chasing all the birds 

 
Verse 4 

Harrison likes playing football 
Amborse loves the bass 

Justin likes eating Sugar Bag 
Jessalonia is on the swings 



 

 
 



 
 

Bush Bus 
 

Verse 1 

The bus goes through sand and water, 
The bus is old and slow. 

The bus goes through hot and cold, 
ItÕs full of kids we know. 

 
Verse 2 

Josilyn sitting in the front, 
RandallÕs happy anywhere, 
Riding along the bus is old, 

Laughing along without a care 
 

Chorus 

Bush bus, bush bus 
Take us to school 

Bush bus, bush bus 
YouÕre so cool. 

 
 

Verse 3 

Little kids, big kids say thank you, 
We will miss you goodbye bus, 

Bouncing like a Kangaroo, 
Thank you for being so good to us. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Swamp Song 
 

Verse 1 

Driving to the swamp, 
on a sunny day. 

We saw cows and a windmill 
on our way. 

 
David, Shirley, Kwementyay, 
making lunch, making lunch 
Lisa, Susalina and Nicole 

Looking for 
 

Akatyerr and alkwarrerr 
Bush tomato and bush banana 

Akatyerr and alkwarrerr 
Bush tomato and bush banana 

 
Chorus 

SwimminÕ at the swamp  
Clinic school mob 

SwimminÕ at the swamp. YEAH! 
(Repeat) 

 
Verse 2 

All of us hunting for  
Lizard and Goanna 

Rebecca found a Paddy melon. 
Amber found a frog (R-bit) 

 



 
 
 
 

 



The Hunting Song 

Verse 1 

On the weekend I went hunting 
hunting in the bush. 

A Kangaroo was drinking water 
And eating grass. 

I shot my gun but I missed 
The Kangaroo jumped away. 

Chorus 

Hunting, hunting 
In the bush, 

Hunting, hunting 
Kangaroo, 

Perentie and sugarbag 
This is what I like to do, 

Hunting, hunting 
In the bush. 

Verse 2 

On the holidays 
I went hunting for Perentie 
He was eating a Goanna 

And a little l izard 
He started running so I chased him 

HIT! COOKED! ATE! YUM! Mwerreangkere! 

Verse 3 

When the country is green 
I hunt for Sugar Bag 

I take my axe and chop the tree, 
CHOP CHOP CHOP CHOP 

I get the Sugar Bag with my spoon 
and put it in my Billy Can 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Soapy Bore Christmas Song 
 

Verse 1 

Soapy Bore kids, have a Christmas party, 

Teachers and parents, on Christmas day. 
Have a Church service, sing Christmas songs 

Jingle Bells, Silent Night 
 

Chorus 

Celebrate Christmas, Celebrate Christmas 
Have a Christmas party, on Christmas day 
Celebrate Christmas, Celebrate Christmas 
Have a church service, on Christmas Day 

 

Verse 2 

Put up Christmas lights, and a Christmas tree 
Decorate the tree, with angels and stars 

Santa brings presents, spiderman and games 
Basketballs and footballs, bracelets and dolls 

 
Verse 3 

We can eat Lamb, Christmas cake and chocolate 
Chicken, Ham and Cheese, Loll ies and Ice-Cream 

 
We can eat fruit, Pineapples and Mangos 
Oranges, Bananas, Apples and Grapes 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



Redgum Rodeo 
 

Verse 1 

Rodeo at Redgum 
Riding on the bull. 

Bulls were bucking high 
Making the men fall. 

Verse 2 

Brown and white face 
bulls with horns 

try to get them back. 
Men with hats and boots and gloves 

And leather chaps 

Chorus 

Redgum Rodeo, 
Country rock Ôn roll l 

bucking bull, and prizes  
for the men who made a show, 

Redgum Rodeo 
Country rock Ôn roll, 

HavinÕ fun at Redgum Rodeo 

Verse 3 

Hot chips, chicken, sandwiches 
Ice cream from the shop 

Cool down with fizzy drinks 
ÔCause it can get HOT! 

Verse 4 

Night time concert, good time dancing  
to the music band 

Warren is our favourite singer 
Alice Yappa man 



 
 

 



 

Ti Tree Sports  
 

Verse 1 

WeÕre off, weÕre off 
Off to Ti Tree, 

Bush sports, bush sports,  
All day long. 

 
Bridge 1 

Toyotas they are full, 
Kids and blankets all squashed up, 

Toyotas waiting at the store, 
Feeling happy for the bush sports. 

 
Chorus 

Francine, Francine 
FrancineÕs running, running, running 

Running cross country 
FrancineÕs coming third. 

 
Verse 2 

Aniltji, Apungalindum 
In the bus Mulga Bore  

another bus Clinic, Soapy  
fill Toyotas 

 
Bridge 1 and Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

High Jump, Long Jump  
Discus and Shot Shot Put 
Junior Football, Basketball 
T-ball and Running Race 

 
Bridge 2 

Just like the Olympics 
Utopia wins the trophy 

Watching movies at nights time 
Everybody dancing mad Ð GAME OVER! 

 
Chorus x 2 (last line sing ‘first’) 



 
 

 



 
 
 

Bush Plum Dreaming 

 
Verse 1 

My dreaming is the Bush Plum, 
the tree has green leaves, 

the fruit is small and black and round, 
we call the bush plum Ahakeye. 

 
Chorus 

Bush plum, ahakeye, 
This is my dreaming. 
Bush plum, ahakeye, 
This is my dreaming, 

This is my dreaming song. 
 

Verse 2 

We look for bush plum tree. 
We find it, pick the fruit. 

We swallow, sweet and juicy. 
Eating bush plum is so yummy. 

 
Chorus x 2 



 
 
 

 



The Troopy Song 

Verse 1 

Driving Troopies everywhere,  
North, South, East and West. 

Toyotas going anywhere,  
But to the school is best. 

Chorus 

Check the diesel, main and sub, 
Accelerate, off  we go. 

DonÕt forget to lock the hubs, 
Push start, donÕt ask Jo, donÕt ask Jo! 

Verse 2 

Pick up kids, half asleep,  
Tape goes in, volume high, 

Kids wake up on bumpy roads,  
Watch those KÕs fly by. 

Chorus 

Check the diesel, main and sub, 
Accelerate, off  we go. 

DonÕt forget to lock the hubs, 
Look out there goes Jo, there goes Jo. 

Verse 3 

Roads cut off , stuck in the mud,  
Flat tyre, get the jack, 
Oh no! batteries dead, 
How will we get back? 

Chorus 

Check the diesel, main and sub, 
Accelerate, off  we go. 

DonÕt forget to lock the hubs, 
Oh look, here comes Jo, here comes Jo,  

here comes Jo, here comes Jo, here comes JoÉ .. 
É ..There goes Jo 



 
 
 
 

 



Stand Up  

(Yirrakala song) 
 

Verse 1 

Got to Yirrakala 
by plane long trip. 

Some of us were scared 
First time, holding hands. 

 
Verse 2 

Drive to Gove motel,  
Unpacking all our stuff. 
Off to see Paul Kelly, 

Watching people dance. 
 

Chorus 

Stand up for one another  
Keep our culture strong 
Stand up for our land 

This is where we belong 
 

Verse 3 

Eight days to share 
Our story from Utopia 
Listen to their stories 

Learning different ways to teach 
 

Verse 4 

Travell ing to homeland schools 
Kids greeting us with song 
Sharing their culture and 
History and family tree 



 
 
 

 



 
 

Utopia Song 
 

Apungalindum, Arlparra 
Soakage Bore, Kurrajong. 

 
Aniltji, Boundary Bore 
Camel Camp, 3 Bore. 

 
Clinic, Atheley 

Bush Camp, Rocket Range. 
 

Mulga Bore, Angkula 
3 Mile, Tomahawk. 

 
Soapy Bore, Mosquito Bore 

Homestead, Utopia! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


